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only a fortnight before the date of this despatch, the
Archduke had described himself to Mr. Wyndham, His
Majesty's Minister at Florence, as perfectly well and
able to serve if required to do so.     i Mr. Wyndham, on
his return to Florence, passed by Prague, and paid his
court to the Archduke.    He was determined, he said, to
know the truth on a question which had been so much
debated, and asked His Eoyal Highness roundly what
the state of his health was.    The Archduke answered,
without any appearance of reserve, that a great deal he
knew had been said about his health, but the fact was
that for three months past he had had no illness beyond
trifling indispositions, such as happened to everybody ?
and that he was as fit to serve at that time as he had
ever been at any period of his life.    This is the ac-
count of the conversation which I received from Mr.
Wyndham himself as he passed through Vienna.    Other
persons have given similar accounts of the Archduke's
conversation.     The Duke Albert has held  the same
language  ever  since his return from Prague.    It is
difficult to avoid the conclusion that the Archduke has
wished to give an impression to the public, which has
already produced infinite mischief, that of his having
been removed from the command and retained in re-
tirement by a political intrigue and not by his illness.
A determination to make peace may be supposed, in
cases that justify it, a good qualification in a Minister;
but I cannot conceive a passion for peace and an aver-
sion to the war to be in any case good or even safe
qualities in a general.'